
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

      

  
    Part of
      
        Get undergraduate student finance: step by step
      






    

    
      
          




  
    



  
    Student finance for undergraduates
  




      Skip to contents of guide

      
          
    
      Contents


    	
          
          Overview
        
	
          
          New full-time students
        
	
          
          Continuing full-time students
        
	
          
          Part-time students
        
	
          
          Extra help
        
	
          
          Eligibility
        
	
          
          Apply
        



      
  


  
        
  Overview


      

    
        You may be able to borrow money to help pay for university or college tuition fees and to help with living costs.


You might get extra money on top of this, for example if you’re on a low income, are disabled or have children.


You may be able to get student finance even if you’re not from the UK.


Find out if you’re eligible.



If you’re a continuing student or you’ve already created an account, log in to your account.




Before you apply


You start repaying once you earn over a certain amount. The size of your monthly repayments will depend on how much you earn, not what you owe.


You’ll be charged interest on the loan from the day you take it out. The terms and conditions can change.


Student loans: a guide to terms and conditions 2023 to 2024


Student loans: a guide to terms and conditions 2024 to 2025


The rules are different if your course started before September 2016.


Read the student finance privacy notice to find out how the information you provide will be used.


You can give someone permission to act on your behalf (for example using Power of Attorney) if you want them to apply for you.


How to apply


Find out how to apply for student finance.


If you’re under 25 and have no contact with your parents, you might be able to apply as an ‘estranged student’.


If you spent at least 13 weeks in the care of your local authority before you turned 16, you might be able to apply as a care leaver.


If you’re not from England


There’s a different process if you’re:


	a student from Scotland
	a student from Wales
	a student from Northern Ireland
	a student from Jersey
	a student from Guernsey
	a student from Isle of Man
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                Check if you're eligible
              

          



          
              	Check if you're eligible for student finance 



              There’s a different process if you’re a student from:


              	Scotland 
	Wales 
	Northern Ireland 
	Jersey 
	Guernsey 
	Isle of Man 





        
	
          
            
              
                
                  
                      Step 2:
                  
                
              

              
                Find out how much loan you could get
              

          



          
              Find out the maximum tuition fee and maintenance loan you could get if you're a:


              	new full-time student 
	continuing full-time student 
	part-time student 
	EU student 
	student who started before 1 August 2016 



              How much maintenance loan you get depends on where you'll study and your household income.


              	Use the student finance calculator to estimate your maintenance loan 



              You'll have to pay back any loan you get.


              	Find out how much you'll repay 
	Find out when you'll start repaying 
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              You might be able to get extra money if you:


              	are under 25, have no contact with your parents and support yourself 
	pay for childcare 
	are a full-time student with children 
	have an adult who depends on you financially 
	have a disability, mental or physical health problem or learning difficulty like dyslexia 



              You might also be able to get other financial help, for example from your university or the government.


              	Find out about extra help 
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                Prepare your application
              

          



          
              	Check when you can apply 
	Check what ID you'll need 
	Check if you need to give proof of your household income 
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                Apply
              

          



          
              	Apply online 



              You'll need to create a student finance account if you're a new student or sign into an existing account if you're a returning student. 


              It can take up to 6 weeks to process your application. You might have to provide extra evidence.
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                Update your details if your circumstances change
              

          



          
              You must update your application if your circumstances change. For example if you:


              	change your course through clearing
	change where you're going to live - for example with your parents instead of halls



              	Find out how to update your application 
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                Make sure you can be paid
              

          



          
              After you register at your university or college you'll usually get your maintenance loan paid directly into your bank account at the start of each term. 


              Use your student finance account to:


              	update your bank details - for example if you open a student account
	check how much you'll be paid
	check when you'll be paid



              	Sign in to your student finance account 
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                Check what to do while you're studying
              

          



          
              You'll need to reapply for student finance for each year of your course. 


              You must keep your details up to date throughout your course because some changes can affect your loan payments, for example if your household income or bank details change.


              	Check how to update your details 
	Find out what to do if you suspend or leave your course 
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                Check what to do when you stop studying
              

          



          
              When you stop studying the Student Loans Company (SLC) will create a student loans repayment account for you.


              Make sure your contact details are up to date in your repayment account. The log in details will be the same as for your student finance account.


              	Sign in to your student loan repayment account 
	Update your employment details 
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                Repay your loan
              

          



          
              	Find out how much you'll repay 
	Find out when you'll start repaying 
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