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NATIONAL CURRICULUM ASSESSMENTS AT KEY STAGE 3 IN ENGLAND, 
2006/07 (REVISED)  
 
Introduction 
 
This Statistical First Release provides the updated information on overall 
achievements in the 2007 Key Stage 3 (KS3) National Curriculum tests. The 
information incorporates amendments received from schools through the checking 
exercise for the 2007 Secondary (KS3) School Achievement and Attainment Tables. 
This publication provides an update to the Statistical First Release published on 14 
August 2007 (SFR 25/2007), which contained provisional figures. 

Items included in this Statistical First Release, which were not included in the 
provisional publication in August are the Contextual Value Added figures which are 
being published for the first time following last year’s pilot; a table showing the 
transition from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 and information showing progress 
towards the school floor target. 

Key Points  
 
National Curriculum tests are a measurement of achievement against the precise 
attainment targets of the National Curriculum rather than any generalised concept of 
ability in any of the subject areas.  The National Curriculum standards have been 
designed so that most pupils will progress by approximately one level every two 
years.  
 
Key stage 3 test results 
 
• The percentages of pupils achieving Level 5 or above in the 2007 Key Stage 3 

tests by subject are as follows: 
 

 English 74% (81% for girls, 68% for boys) 
 

 Mathematics 76% (76% for girls, 75% for boys) 
 

 Science 73% (73% for girls, 72% for boys) 
 
Compared to the equivalent final 2006 figures, the percentage achieving Level 5 or 
above represents an increase of 1 percentage point in both English and science 
and a decrease of 1 percentage point in mathematics. 

 
These figures represent no change compared to the provisional figures 
published in August. 
 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/ rsgateway/DB/SFR/


The percentages of pupils achieving Level 6 or above in the 2007 Key Stage 3 tests by subject are as 
follows: 

 
 English 33% (40% for girls, 26% for boys) 

 
 Mathematics 56% (55% for girls, 57% for boys) 

 
 Science 41% (41% for girls, 41% for boys) 

 
Compared to the equivalent final 2006 figures, the percentage achieving Level 6 represents a decrease of 2 
percentage points in English, a decrease of 1 percentage point in mathematics and no change in science. 
 
Compared to the provisional figures there is an increase of one percentage point in English and no change 
in both science and mathematics. 
 
Performance in combinations of subjects 
 
• The percentage of pupils achieving Level 5 or above in both English and mathematics tests is 67 

percent.  This represents no change compared to the equivalent figure for 2006 (based on final data) 
and nor when compared to the 2007 provisional figures. 

 
•   A higher proportion of girls than boys achieved Level 5 or above in English and mathematics combined 

– 72 percent of girls compared with 63 percent of boys (table 5a).   
 
KS2-KS3 transition   

Table 8 gives the attainment of pupils in all schools at Key Stage 3 (2007) by prior attainment at Key Stage 
2: 
 

 89% of pupils who achieved an average of Level 4 or above in English at Key Stage 2 achieved 
Level 5 or above in English at Key Stage 3, the same as in 2006. 

 
 93% of pupils who achieved Level 4 or above at Key Stage 2 in mathematics achieved Level 5 
or above in Key Stage 3. This compares to 95% of pupils in 2006. 

 
 83% of pupils who achieved Level 4 or above in science at Key Stage 2 achieved Level 5 or 
above in science at Key Stage 3. This compares to 82% of pupils in 2006. 

 
Local Authority achievement 
 
The percentage of pupils achieving Level 5 or above at Key Stage 3 in each Local Authority (LA), excluding 
Isles of Scilly LA as it has only 1 school, range from: 
 

 58% to 90% in English;  
 62% to 85% in mathematics; and 
 56% to 84% in science. 



 
Progress towards the Government’s targets for 14 year olds 
 
The Government has set itself the following Public Service Agreement (PSA) targets for the achievement of 
14 year olds: 
 
By 2007: 85 per cent of 14 year olds achieve Level 5 or above in English, mathematics and ICT (80 per 
cent in science) nationally, with this level of performance sustained until 2008. 

 
• In 2007, 74% of pupils nationally reached Level 5 or above in KS3 English, 76% reached Level 5 in 

maths, 73% reached Level 5 in Science. 
 
• In 2007, 74% of pupils nationally reached Level 5 or above in KS3 Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) teacher assessments, compared to 71% in 2006.  This is the most recent figure 
and is taken from the provisional KS3 publication. (This figure has not been revised as teacher 
assessment data is not checked by schools as part of the Achievement and Attainment tables 
checking exercise). 

 
By 2008: in all schools at least 50 per cent of pupils achieve Level 5 or above in each of English, 
mathematics and science. 
 

• Progress towards this target is measured against a 2003 baseline, when there were 589 schools 
with less than 50% of pupils achieving Level 5 or above in each of English, mathematics and 
science.  The 2007 figure was 279, representing a fall in the number of such schools of 53%. 

The number of schools where fewer than 50% of pupils achieved Level 5 or above in each subject for each 
year from 2003 is shown below: 

 

Number of schools 
where fewer than 50% 

of pupils achieved 
Level 5 or above 

Total 
number of 
schools 

2003 589 3,121 

2004 598 3,113 

2005 410 3,122 

2006 320 3,096 

2007 279 3,082 

 



Results in Area Based Initiatives and Deprived Areas 
Tables are included showing attainment in schools located in different types of areas (Neighbourhood 
Renewal Areas, Deprived Areas, Urban / Rural Areas and Coalfield Areas).   
 
Percentage point difference for Pupils achieving Level 5+ at Key Stage 3 attending schools in 
different types of areas in England 

 
IDACI Degree of 

Rurality 
Coalfield 

Areas 
Neighbourhood 

Renewal Fund areas 

 
Between the 

most deprived 
and least 

deprived areas 

Between Urban 
areas and Rural 
areas (hamlet & 

isolated 
dwelling) 

Between 
Coalfield areas 

and Non-
Coalfield areas

Between NRF areas and 
Non-NRF areas 

    2005 2006 2007 
English -20 -4 -5 -8 -8 -9 
Mathematics -18 -5 -3 -8 -8 -8 
Science -22 -7 -3 -11 -10 -10 



TABLES 
 
Table 1 Key Stage 3 test levels of attainment by subject, 1995-2007. 
 
Table 2 Percentages of pupils achieving Level 5 or above and Level 6 or above in Key Stage 3 tests 

by gender, 2005-2007. 
 
Table 3 Key Stage 3 test levels of attainment, by subject, grade and gender (percentages), 2007.   
 
Table 4 Percentages of pupils achieving Level 3 or below, Level 5 or above, Level 6 or above and 

Level 7 or above in Key Stage 3 tests, by school type and gender, 2007. 
 
Table 5a Percentage of pupils achieving Level 5 or above and Level 6 or above in combinations of 

subjects at Key Stage 3, by gender, 2007. 
 
Table 5b Percentage of pupils achieving Level 5 or above and Level 6 or above in combinations of 

subjects at Key Stage 3, by gender, 2005-2007. 
 
Table 6 Percentage of pupils achieving Level 5 or above and Level 6 or above in combinations of 

subjects at Key Stage 3, Key Stage 3 Average Point Score and Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 
Contextual Value Added, by Departmental Initiative, 2007. 

 
Table 7 Key Stage 3 Average Point Score, by school type, subject and gender, 2007. 
 
Table 8 Attainment of pupils in all schools at Key Stage 2 (2004) and Key Stage 3 (2007) by subject. 
 
Supplementary tables containing figures at Local Authority (LA) and Government Office Region (GOR) level 
are only available on the DCSF statistics website: 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR 
 
Table 9 Key Stage 3 Average Point Score and Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 Contextual Value Added 

by Local Authority, Government Office Region and gender, 2007. 
 
Table 10 Percentage of pupils achieving Level 5 or above in the Key Stage 3 tests by Local Authority, 

Government Office Region and gender, 2007. 
 
Table 11 Percentage of pupils achieving Level 6 or above in the Key Stage 3 tests by Local Authority, 

Government Office Region and gender, 2007. 
 
Table 12 Percentage of pupils achieving Level 7 or above in the Key Stage 3 tests by Local Authority, 

Government Office Region and gender, 2007. 
 
Table 13 Key Stage 3 attainment for Neighbourhood Renewal Fund areas by each Local Authority 

District (LAD) of school location, 2007. 
 
Table 14 Key Stage 3 Attainment by IDACI decile of School Location, 2007. 
 
Table 15 Key Stage 3 Attainment by degree of rurality of School Location, 2007. 
 
Table 16 Key Stage 3 Attainment by coalfield area type of School Location, 2007 
 
Table 17 Key Stage 3 Attainment by IDACI decile and urban rural classification of School Location, 

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR


2007. 
 
 
Related publications 
 
SFR 26/2007 - National Curriculum Assessments at Key Stage 1 in England, 2007 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000740/index.shtml 
 
SFR 25/2007 - National Curriculum Assessments at Key Stage 3 in England, 2007 (Provisional) 
 http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000738/index.shtml 
  
SFR 41/2007 - National Curriculum Assessments at Key Stage 2 in England, 2007 (Revised) 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000764/index.shtml 
 

SFR 01/2008 - GCSE and Equivalent Examination Results in England 2006/07 (Revised) 
 http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000768/index.shtml 
 
SFR 02/2008 - GCE/VCE A/AS and Equivalent Attainment and Post-16 Attainment by Pupil 

Characteristics, in England 2006/07 
 http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000769/index.shtml 
  
 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000740/index.shtml
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000738/index.shtml
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000764/index.shtml
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000768/index.shtml
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000769/index.shtml


Changes to the publication of Key Stage 3 statistics in 2007 
 
CONTEXTUAL VALUE ADDED MEASURES 
 
Value added is a way of measuring the progress a pupil makes between one stage of education and the 
next.  The progress a school helps pupils to make compared to their different starting points allows 
comparison between schools with different pupil intakes.  Value Added (VA) measures, which have been 
published for a number of years, take account of prior attainment and allow meaningful comparisons to be 
made between schools with different intakes, by taking into account the biggest single predictor of Key 
Stage 3 pupil results (results at the end of Key Stage 2).  However, other factors outside a school’s control, 
such as gender, mobility and levels of deprivation have been observed to have a further impact on pupil 
results even after allowing for prior attainment.  To take these into account requires a more complex model 
of value added, which was developed and piloted last year.  This Contextual Value Added (CVA) model 
goes a step further than the previous VA measures by taking into account a number of factors outside a 
school’s control and allows us to reflect more realistically and therefore more fairly, the impact each school 
makes considering the particular circumstances of its intake.  

 
The Contextual Value Added measures are centred around 100 and for 2007 the national average CVA 
measure is 100.03. CVA can be interpreted in a similar way to the old-style value added; a value of 101 
means that, on average, each of the group’s pupils have made 1 terms more progress than the average 
pupil with similar Key Stage 2 prior attainment and characteristics. Similarly, a value added measure of 99 
would suggest that, on average, the group’s pupils have made 1 terms less progress than the average pupil 
with the same Key Stage 2 prior attainment and characteristics. 

 
Contextual Value Added measures are published at school level within the 2007 Achievement and 
Attainment tables. School level CVA measures are intended to capture relative school effectiveness 
whereas CVA measures for LAs, which are published within this SFR only reflect average rates of progress 
for all pupils in those schools, not necessarily the effectiveness of that LA. 

 
Due to the method of data collection, CVA covers all maintained and non-maintained special schools only.  
Independent schools are not included as they do not submit the pupil-level school census data upon which 
the model is based. The Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 Contextual Value Added is 100.03 

 

Further information about CVA methodology can be found on the Department’s Achievement and 
Attainment tables website, via the following link: http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/ 
 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/


NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
The statistics in this first release cover the data prepared for the publication of the 2007 Secondary School 
(Key Stage 3) Achievement and Attainment Tables (formerly Performance Tables).  This SFR provides 
information for Key Stage 3 National Curriculum assessments and Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 Contextual 
Value Added Measures based on the outcome of the National Curriculum assessment tests carried out in 
May 2007. 
 
How the assessments are made 
 
Pupils' attainment is assessed in relation to the National Curriculum programmes of study, and pupils are 
awarded levels on the National Curriculum scale to reflect their attainment.  National Curriculum tests are a 
measurement of achievement against the precise attainment targets of the National Curriculum rather than 
any generalised concept of ability in any of the subject areas. 
 
The Qualification and Curriculum Authority (QCA) have responsibility for ensuring that standards in the 
tests remain consistent from year to year.  The rigour of QCA’s standards maintenance procedures has 
been endorsed by external observers, including the independent Rose panel, which found that they bear 
comparison with best practice in the world, and have not been subject to any political interference.  The 
processes rest on a range of evidence about test standards, brought to bear at the level setting meeting.  
This evidence includes pre-test evidence from experienced markers on how pupils performed in the live test 
and statistical evidence about that pupil performance. 
 
When the tests are marked, there are no quotas set for each of the National Curriculum levels, or 
underlying assumptions about the proportion of pupils who should be at any particular level.  Proportions 
are decided entirely by how pupils' attainments measure up to the standards of the National Curriculum.  
The Key Stage 3 tests are marked externally by an agency contracted by the National Assessment Agency 
(NAA).  A review procedure is available for schools which have concerns over the marking of scripts. 
 
At present, all pupils who are moving on to the next Key Stage programme of study in the next school year 
are regarded as being in the final year of their current Key Stage.  All pupils in their final year of a Key 
Stage must be assessed.  Most of the pupils will be in the year group with similarly aged pupils, for 
example, most 14 year olds will be in year group 9 and at the end of Key Stage 3.  Some pupils, however, 
may be older or younger because they are not being taught with their chronological year group. 
 
How to interpret the results 
 
The National Curriculum standards have been designed so that most pupils will progress approximately one 
level every two years.  Levels 5 and 6 are the levels expected of most pupils at the end of Key Stage 3.  
When presenting analyses that refer to ‘expected level’ at Key Stage 3, the Department’s practice is to 
measure against those pupils achieving Level 5 or above.     
 
The calculations showing the percentage of pupils achieving Level 5 and above in the tests, are based  on 
pupils who are eligible for Key Stage 3 including those who are absent or who are working at the level of 
the tests but are unable to access the tests.  
 



TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
 
Source of data 
 
The Key Stage 3 statistics published in this SFR are produced from data provided to the Department by the 
National Assessment Agency’s data collection agency in mid-August 2007.  This SFR revises earlier 
published figures and incorporates amendments received from schools through the checking exercise for 
the 2007 Secondary School Achievement and Attainment Tables. 
 
Allocation of points for each level at Key Stage 3 
 
The following table sets out how points have been allocated to each KS3 test level to calculate the KS3 
Average Point Score (Tables 7 and 9).  The Average Point Score relates aggregate number of points to the 
number of eligible pupils. 
 

Final Test Level English 
point score 

Mathematics 
point score 

Science point 
score 

8 N/A 51 N/A 

7 45 45 45 

6 39 39 39 

5 33 33 33 

4 27 27 27 

3 21 21 21 

2 N/A 15 15 

Below the level assessed  by 
the test (B) 

21 15 15 

Not awarded a test level (N) 21 15 15 

Unable to access test (T) Disregard 

Absent (A) Disregard 

Maladministration (Q) Disregard 

Missing (M) Disregard (or 0 in published KS3 school-level APS 
only) 

Lost/Stolen (X) Disregard 

Mixed Tier (V) –relevant to 
KS3 science and maths only 

Disregard 

Ineligible (Y or Z)  Disregard 

Not at end of KS3: taking 
subject in a future year (F) 

Disregard 

Now at end of KS3: grade to 
be found in results for 

previous year (P) 

Disregard (or 0 in published KS3 school-level APS 
only if less than 3 P’s) 

 



Coverage information 
 
National figures cover all schools in England with pupils eligible for assessment at Key Stage 3 in 2007, 
but, as participation by independent schools is voluntary, the national analyses only include results from 
those independent schools which chose to make a return.     
 
For the calculations showing the percentage of pupils achieving a particular level, the denominator for 
national results is the number of pupils who are eligible for KS3 tests.  This denominator includes pupils 
who were working below the level of the test (B), unable to access the test (T), took the test but failed to 
register a level (N), or were absent (A).  Pupils with missing results, or results coded as maladministration, 
are not included. 
 
Local Authority (LA) figures cover maintained mainstream and maintained special schools only, but 
exclude maintained hospital schools and pupil referral units.  Two different calculations of the national 
results are presented in the supplementary tables: one which is consistent with the national results in the 
main body of the SFR based on all schools (i.e. all maintained and independent schools that returned 
assessment results); and the second for maintained schools only (excluding maintained hospital schools 
and pupil referral units), consistent with the results for each LA.  
 
In the Secondary School (Key Stage 3) Achievement and Attainment Tables, LA denominators will include 
pupils whose results are missing or coded as maladministration.  The denominators used in calculating 
figures at LA level in this SFR therefore similarly include pupils with missing results or coded as 
maladministration. 
 
The LA figures in this SFR are also adjusted to allow disregarding of pupils flagged as ‘overseas pupils’ 
during the schools checking exercise for the Achievement and Attainment Tables.  ‘Overseas pupils’ are 
pupils who have recently arrived from overseas whose first language is not English.  These pupils can be 
discounted from the results published in the Achievement and Attainment Tables for schools and LAs but 
not from national averages.  Schools are able to seek an adjustment to their results in respect of all such 
pupils who were admitted for the first time to an English school on or after the 1 September 2005.  The 
results from all three tests will be excluded from the 2007 figures. 
 
In the previous provisional SFR, the denominators used to calculate percentages at LA level included the 
same results as at national level.  Therefore, pupils with missing results, or results coded as 
maladministration, were not included in the calculations.  This was done so that LAs where data was 
missing that could be corrected either through the review process or via the Tables checking exercise were 
not disadvantaged.  No adjustment was made for overseas pupils at this stage as the Achievement and 
Attainment Tables checking exercise had not taken place. 
 
Academies  
 
The figures for academies included in table 4 and table 7, include the results of pupils in all schools classed 
as an academy.  These include new academies which are set up to replace one or more existing schools or 
to meet a need for additional school places and former city technology colleges that have converted into 
academies. 
 
Neighbourhood Renewal Areas 
 
The Neighbourhood Renewal Fund (NRF) aims to enable England’s most deprived local authorities, in 
collaboration with their Local Strategic Partnership (LSP), to improve services, narrowing the gap between 
deprived areas and the rest of the country. 
 
The allocation for 2007-08 is based upon the more detailed and precise Indices of Deprivation 2004, rather 



than the Indices of Deprivation 2000 which have been used with previous allocations.  
 
Further information about NRF can be found at: www.neighbourhood.gov.uk 
 
IDACI 
 
IDACI is the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index, provided by the Department for Communities and 
Local Government (DCLG).  

The index is based on Super Output Areas (SOAs) in England. Each SOA is given a rank between 1 and 
32,482 where 1 is the most deprived SOA.  

IDACI is a subset of the Income Deprivation Domain of the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004 and shows 
the percentage of children aged under 16 in each SOA that live in families that are income deprived, i.e. 
they are in receipt of certain benefits and their equivalised income is below 60% of median before housing 
costs.   
 
These tables are based on the 2004 IDACI. An updated IDACI was released as part of IMD 2007 in 
December 2007. 
 
Further information about IDACI can be found on the DCLG website at:  
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/englishindices 
 
Coalfield Areas 

Coalfield Areas are wards in English Coalfields defined by the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG), but excluding English Partnership reclamation sites.  
 
Further information about Coalfield areas can be found on the DCLG website at:  
www.communities.gov.uk/citiesandregions/regeneration/coalfieldareas 
 
Rural and Urban Area Classification 2004 

The Rural and Urban Area Classification is a product of a joint project to produce a single and consistent 
classification of urban and rural areas.  

The rural and urban definitions classify Output Areas, Wards and Super Output Areas by aggregating the 
underlying hectare grid squares classifications for the measures of settlement size and sparsity. 

Up to 8 classes of Output Areas could be distinguished; four settlement types (urban, town and fringe, 
village, hamlet and dispersed) in either a sparse or less sparse regional setting. As a result of the higher 
aggregation level for Wards and Super Output Areas, the settlement classification must be condensed to 
only three measures; urban, town and fringe, and other (more dispersed settlements) while the sparse or 
non-sparse measure is retained.   
 
Further information about the Rural and Urban Area Classification 2004 can be found on the National 
Statistics website at: www.statistics.gov.uk/geography/nrudp.asp 
 

http://www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/englishindices
http://www.communities.gov.uk/citiesandregions/regeneration/coalfieldareas/
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/geography/nrudp.asp


Rounding 
 
Any percentages given in this SFR are given to the nearest whole number.  The rounding convention is as 
follows: any fractions of 0.5 and above will be rounded up, anything less than 0.5 will be rounded down, e.g. 
85.586 will be rounded to 86; 85.4283 will be rounded to 85.  
 
Key to tables 
 
The following symbol notation is used in the tables published in this release: 
 . not applicable 
 .. not available 
 
 
Queries 
 
Enquiries about the figures contained in this press release should be addressed to: 
 
The Data Outputs Unit 
Department for Education and Skills 
1F, Area C 
Mowden Hall 
Staindrop Road 
Darlington 
DL3 9BG 
Telephone Number: 01325 392283 
Email: mailbox.dataoutputsunit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Press enquiries should be made to the Department’s Press Office at: 
 
Press Office News Desk 
Department for Education and Skills 
Sanctuary Buildings 
Great Smith Street 
LONDON 
SW1P 3BT 
Telephone Number: 0207 925 6789 
 
 


